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Species like the threatened bumphead parrotfish put conservationists in a conundrum by feeding on critical habitat, like coral
reefs, and the more they recover, the more they eat.

Some scientists say such situations lend weight to a "whole ecosystem management" approach to conservation management.
In the bumphead's case, that would mean creating marine protection zones that also favor protecting the sharks that keep
bumphead populations in check.

But such protection zones have to be big to make a positive difference on entire marine environments.

"These creatures move large distances; ecosystems just don't function anymore when we cut them down in size," said
Douglas McCauley of the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Another potential approach is to pinpoint smaller but critical conservation areas using technology like cellphone apps.

The African Raptor Databank, for example, allows people to report accurate details of large birds like eagles or vultures. The
growing database that resulls in the collections allows conservationists to find the best areas for conservation of species like

vultures, which have lost 98 percent of their population in West Africa (Matt McGrath, BBC News, July 29). -- JL
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